Lune, Wyre & Furness Fisheries Advisory Committee 19th January, 1976. by unknown
North West 
Water Authority 
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321 
1. Apologies for absence, 
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated). 
3. Land drainage representation on Local Fisheries Advisory 
4. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on fisheries activities. 
5. Heysham and Lancaster sewage disposal, 
6. Water Resources development for the post 1981 period: 
Planning Study, 
7. 'Taking Stock', 
8„ Seminar on water conditions dangerous to fish life. 
9. Any other business. 
Committees. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNBSS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
19TH JANUARY, 1976 
LAND DRAINAGE REPRESENTATION ON LOCAL FISHERIES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
At the last meeting of the Committee held on 20th October, 
1975, a full report was presented on the progress made in 
achieving reciprocal representation of land drainage interests 
on the five Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
The Local Land Drainage Advisory Committees made the 
following appointments at their November, 1975, meetings:-
Land Drainage Fisheries Member 
Advisory Committee Advisory Committees Appointed 
Cumberland South and West R.J.W. Slack 
Cumberland 
Eden and District R.K. Nicholson 
Lancashire Lune, Wyre & Furness G.A. Martin 
South Lancashire R. Farrington 
Mersey & Weaver Mersey & Weaver A. Jones 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
19TH JANUARY, 1976 
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES 
The 1975 season has been very poor for angling and the dry 
conditions which prevailed for most of the summer have inhibited 
runs of migratory fish throughout the area. 
WATER BAILIFFS 
Bailiff J. B. Greenhalgh terminated his appointment with the 
Authority on 21st December, 1975. He was well known by anglers 
on the Rivers Wyre and Lune and his colleagues will miss his 
cheerful and willing approach to his work. 
A replacement for Bailiff Greenhalgh has been appointed for 
the Wyre area, and the two have been working together since 
20th October, 1975. The new Bailiff is Mr. David Pearson, who 
lives in Carnforth, but who is now seeking accommodation in the 
Garstang area. 
Senior Bailiff W. E. Porter terminated his appointment with 
the Authority on 3rd November, 1975, to take up a post with the 
Highlands and Islands Development Board at Inverness. Bailiff 
Porter was responsible for the fish trap at Broadraine and the 
Middleton Hatchery. The impending trapping and stripping season 
made it imperative that the vacant post was filled quickly, this 
was achieved by the transfer of Bailiff Atkinson from the 
Northern Area (on a permanent basis). 
TAGGED GRILSE TAKEN FROM RIVER RAWTHEY 
A grilse bearing, a hydrostatic tag was caught in the Rawthey 
by Mr. J. P. Lister in September, 19 75. This fish was tagged on 
7th July, 1975, off Fair Head, West Cork, Eire, as part of a 
research programme into the origin of Salmon stocks being exploited 
by drift nets off the South Eire coast. 
FISH TAKEN FOR STRIPPING 
River Lune Broadraihe 
Fifty-nine Hen Salmon and 57 Cock Salmon have been taken for 
stripping at the Broadraine trap. 
A further 2 3 Hen Salmon and 8 Cock Salmon have been taken by 
trammel netting in various parts of the Lune to supplement the 
parent fish available for artificial propagation, making a total 
of 82 Hen and 65 Cock Salmon. At the time of writing this report 
stripping was not completed, the total numbers of eggs obtained 
will be reported verbally at the meeting. 
Northern Area 
The following stock fish were collected, from various feeder 
streams: 136 Hen Sea Trout, 64 Cock Sea Trout, 10 Hen Salmon and 
6 Cock Salmon. 
The ova from these fish will be developed at Middleton 
Hatchery and will be implanted in the watersheds of origin at 
various stages of development. 
FERAL MINK 
Reports have been received indicating that numbers of mink 
are being seen near rivers in the area. It is suggested that it 
may be worthwhile for the Authority to pay a bounty on the tails 
of mink, this may increase interest in trapping and thereby reduce 
the numbers of these animals to acceptable levels. 
FISH MORTALITIES 
One mortality has been reported since the last meeting of the 
Committee. 
This occurred on 13th December, 1975, on the Killington Beck, 
when more than 5.0 trout were found dead. The cause, of death has 
not been determined, but it was believed at the time to have been 
due to a local pollution. 
NUMBERS OF FISH COUNTED THROUGH THE FISH 
MONITORING STATIONS IN THE AREA' TO 30TH NOVEMBER, 1975 
(a) RIVER LEVEN 
HAVERTHWAITE 
(b) RIVER LUNE (2nd November, 1975 - Trapping Started) 
BR0ADRAINE 
8. FORGE WEIR FISH COUNTER ~ RIVER LUNE 
The Forge Weir fish counter has remained out of action since 
the last report on fishery activities was submitted. The counter 
was put out of order initially from a cable fault developed on 
9th August, 1975. The fault was traced to a damaged cable on the 
iron toll-bridge. Immediately following repair the cable was 
cut by a JCB earth mover working on the lower Halton weir. The 
cable was again repaired and the counter was then operative for 
approximately six hours until put out of action by a electric 
storm in early September. On 24th September, 1975, heavy flood 
water stripped electrodes from numbers 3 and 4 channels and took 
half the glass fibre liner from number 2 channel. The liners which 
have proved vulnerable to damage by logs which are brought down 
during spate conditions will be replaced by a new sensing system 
using electrodes set into a resin bonded slab. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
19TH JANUARY, 1976 
HEYSHAM AND LANCASTER SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
1. A scheme for the major resewering of Ileysham, to discharge 
into the Lune Estuary is currently under construction. This 
scheme was prepared prior to reorganisation and the original 
proposal, by the predecessor authorities, for treatment of sewage 
from Heysham was for the construction of a treatment works at 
North Farm on the north side of the Lune Estuary. 
2. The problem of pollution in the Lune Estuary has existed 
for a number of years. The sewage from Lancaster is discharged 
from holding tanks on the River Lune at Stodday approximately 
l.25 miles downstream of the original proposal for the Heysham 
treated effluent outfall, and prior to reorganisation the need 
for new treatment works at Stodday had been recognised. 
3. It was considered by the Authority's Water. Management Committee, 
at their meeting in March, 1975, that a scheme for treating Heysham 
and Lancaster sewage together, would offer a more satisfactory 
solution economically, environmentally and for efficiency of 
operation than the construction of separate treatment works. At 
the next meeting of the Water Management Committee on 
23rd February, 1976, that Committee will be considering a scheme 
for the treatment of the combined flow from Lancaster and Heysham. 
4. The treatment works proposed are for the provision of pre-
liminary, primary and sludge treatment facilities at Stodday, 
together with increasing the capacity of existing tidal storage 
tanks. The purpose of these works is to deal with the sewage flow 
resulting from the Heysham main drainage scheme, together with the 
existing flow from Lancaster, to achieve an overall economy in 
treatment costs to prevent any deterioration of water quality in 
the Lune Estuary and to embark on a course of action with a view 
to the improvement of water quality in the Estuary. 
5. In addition to considering these proposals for treatment works, 
the Water Management Committee will be considering the discharge 
consent conditions related to the treated effluent discharge and 
the storm discharge resulting from the Heysham main drainage scheme. 
6. At a meeting in Lancaster in November, 1975, the details of 
the proposals were discussed with the Chairman of this Committee 
and two members directly associated with the Lune Estuary. The 
Committee are now invited to make their observations on the 
proposals for consideration by the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
19th JANUARY, 1976 
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT FOR THE POST 1981 PERIOD: 
PLANNING STUDY 
1. At the last meeting of the Committee held on 20th October, 
1975, it was reported that the alternative programmes of 
resource development to meet the expected deficit likely to 
arise in the mid-1980's were being appraised and it was con-
sidered essential to obtain advice on the fisheries implications 
of the alternatives. 
2. It was resolved that the Chairman of the Committee and 
Messrs. R.A. Challenor, J.H. Fell, A.L. Harris and L. Hill, 
meet informally with officers of the Authority to consider the 
fisheries implications of the schemes. 
3. The group met for the first time on 10th December, 1975, at 
the Fisheries Office, Halton-on-Lune, and it is envisaged that a 
further meeting will be convened for the near future. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
LUNE, WYRB & FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
19th JANUARY, 1976 
"TAKING STOCK" 
At the last meeting of the Lune, Wyre & Furness Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committee held on 20th October, 1975, the Regional Fisheries 
Officer was requested to report on the progress made by Water 
Authorities in implementing the recommendations contained in the 
Association of River Authorities' publication "Taking Stock" (a copy 
of which has been supplied to each member). It is considered, however, 
that this report should be presented to each Local Fisheries Advisory 
Committee for information. 
The position in this Authority, and in other Authorities as 
ascertained by correspondence, is set out below:-
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
Recommendation number 
in "Taking Stock" 
Action already taken proposed 
1. Prohibition of commercial 
monofilament nets. 
New draft byelaws provide for prohibition 
of monofilament nets. 
2. Numbers of commercial 
nets, 
Certain aspects are under consideration. 
3. Restriction of netting 
at times of low flow. 
-Experimental work to obtain information 
about the movement of migratory fish 
from salt into fresh water- is to be 
undertaken on the Lune estuary. A 
tentative proposal relating to netting 
restriction- at times of low flow has 
been mentioned in a paper prepared for 
National Water Council Fisheries Liaison 
Committee. 
4. Licensing of netsmen. No action. 
5. Sale of salmon and sea 
trout. 
Current Northern Ireland legislation 
examined, but considered much too strin-
gent ever to be accepted by Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. Irish 
fishery authorities however claim it is 
very effective in reducing poaching. 
6. Catch returns. Standard form for North West Region 
proposed in draft byelaws. 
7. Net .licence duties Increases proposed under licence duty 
revision have been approved by M.A.F.F. 
and come into force on 1st January, 1976, 
8. Fish pathology 
laboratory. 
Discussions with M.A.F.F. and local 
Veterinary Investigation Centres has 
resulted in trial introduction of local 
fish pathology facilities at certain 
Centres, under guidance and advice of 
M.A.F.F.'s Weymouth laboratory, which 
will supply virus strains, information 
on techniques, etc. Calthwaite, Penrith, 
is one such Centre. 
Agreement for works of this kind has been 
reached for the Hodder (re raising of 
Stocks Dam)f on the Leven (Manchester 
Water Order), and is being negotiated on 
the Leven in connection with an abstractio 
for power generation. 
Existing network in Lancashire to be 
extended, as finance permits, to cover 
remaining two main migratory fish rivers, 
Start to be made as finance permits on 
setting up similar network in North Cumbri 
No action. 
Incorporated in Authority policy is 
approval for purchase of sites capable 
of development as fisheries. 
This is agreed Authority policy, when 
finance permits„ 
Numbers in North and South Cumbria have 
been increased by about 20% and grading 
has been improved. Conditions of service 
have been clearly laid down. Career 
structure in abeyance at present due to 
financial structures. 
WELSH NATIONAL WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
At present the ratio of rod catch to net catch of migratory fish is 
1:1 and there is no shortage of salmon or sea trout anywhere. No action 
is being-taken to implement the recommendations, and it is unlikely that 
any of them will be implemented,, A Regional Survey of commercial fishing 
is to be undertaken, and a Fishery Scientist has been advertised for to 
carry out the survey with a view to completion in 1979. The forthcoming 
report of the A.R.A.'s Salmon Stocking Working Group is expected to be a 
more valuable document than "Taking Stock" when it appears shortly. 
SOUTHERN WATER AUTHORITY 
The recommendations in "Taking Stock" have not been formally adopted 
as objectives in fishery management, but they are accepted as guidelines 
and are referred to when individual management decisions are under 
consideration. 
SOUTH WEST WATER. AUTHORITY 
Progress so far made covers the following aspects:-
9. Abstraction. 
10. Fish monitoring. 
11. Coarse fish stocking. 
12. Development of new 
fisheries. 
13. Acquisition of fisheries. 
1. Prohibition of commercial A byelaw has been published prohibiting 
monofilament nets. the use of this type of net in all waters 
7. Net licence duties, 
in the Region for the taking of salmon, 
trout, freshwater fish or eels. No 
objections received, and move supported 
by Cornish Netsmen's Association. 
A new licence structure will be introduced 
on 1st January, 1976 which includes a 
revision of net licence duties. Increases 
range from 30% to 150%. In future, 
General Licences will be.issued only for 
Authority-controlled or owned fisheries 
and no new General Licences have been 
issued in 1975. 
10. Fish monitoring. As part of a wider monitoring programme 
and within budget limitations, electronic 
counters are being installed, priority 
being given to catchments in which 
reservoirs are to be constructed. 
12. Development of new 
fisheries. 
13. Acquisition of fisheries. 
Development of reservoirs as fisheries 
has been Authority's major response, to its 
new recreational duties. A further three 
reservoirs have been opened recently to 
make a total of 19 available for fishing . 
with a combined surface area of 1300 acres 
These are principally trout fisheries' 
ranging from intensively-managed 'put-and-
take' fisheries to natural fisheries with 
no bag limit. Two reservoirs are managed 
as mixed trout/coarse fish waters, and 
one as a pike fishery. 
This is declared Authority policy. A 
lease has been acquired from the National 
Trust of their fishery on the River Lyn, 
one of the most productive sport fisheries 
in the Region. 
14. Bailiffs. Bailiffs of the former. River Authorities 
have been redesignated 'Wardens' to take 
account of their recreational duties. 
NORTHUMBRIAN WATER AUTHORITY 
Recommendations Nos. 2, 3 and 4 were implemented before the Report 
was published. 
No. 1 is not being implemented. 
No. 5 is agreed with but not implemented. 
No. 6 is agreed with but implementation is impossible. 
No. 7 - action is being taken. 
No. 8 - too expensive under present economic conditions. 
No. 9 - agreed and implemented. 
No. 10 - agreed. 
No. 11 - agreed but more investigation required. 
No. 12 - already partially implemented. 
No. 13 - implemented. 
No. 1.4 -- implemented. 
The Report is described as being a 'rather ill-advised document'. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
RECOMMENDATIONS AS LISTED IN 'TAKING STOCK 
1. Monofilament nets used for the commercial catching of salmon should be 
prohibited as is the case in the Foyle river system in Northern Ireland 
and in the Republic of Ireland. 
2. The number of commercial nets operating off-shore and in some of the estuaries 
of England and Wales is too high and they must be reduced. 
3. Regional Water Authorities must be given more power and freedom to control 
estuarial netting., powers which would enable them to stop all netting when 
river flows are reduced either by abstraction or natural drought conditions 
below- a pre-determined level. 
These levels should be determined for all rivers and varied only as conditions 
change or by the agreement of the Regional Water Authority. 
4. Licences should be allotted, only to -bona fide fishermen v/ho fish commercially 
for sea fish for nine months out of twelve, for salmon during the open season, 
and who take an active part in the actual netting' operations. 
We support the view that salmon and sea trout should be sold only through 
licensed dealers v/ho should be limited in number and appointed by each Regional 
Water Authority after consultation with the appropriate organisation involved. 
6. There appears to be no standard procedure for the making of catch returns by 
netsmen. We recommend that a standard form should be introduced which should 
be completed daily by each licensee and forwarded weekly to the appropriate 
Authority. The licensee should be required to warrant that his return is 
correct. Should it be found that incorrect returns are made the Regional 
Water Authority should have powers to cancel the licence. 
7. Net licence charges at present in force are unrealistic and should be reviewed. 
8. We advocate the setting up of a fish pathology laboratory located centrally 
in England to which all Regional Water Authorities and other water interests 
should have direct access and to which financial contributions should be made. 
9. Where rivers have been radically denuded of water in their headwaters by 
abstraction, fishery works and devices should be installed to mitigate past 
harm. 
•10. Electronic monitoring of fish stocks in rivers should be given priority of 
attention and the limitations of existing equipment should not be used as an 
excuse for postponement. 
11. Pressure is being exerted upon the River Authorities by many angling 
associations who wish to introduce coarse fish on a large scale into what are 
essentially game fish rivers. These pressures should be resisted for such 
introductions are likely to have an. adverse effect on migratory fisheries® 
12. Regional Water Authorities should survey their areas and compile a schedule of 
sites where new fisheries can be developed and these should be exploited to a 
high degree to ease the existing pressures on fish and rivers in general, and 
salmon fisheries in particular. 
13. Regional Water Authorities should acquire, fisheries of value to the public as 
and. when they become available. 
P.T.O, 
Bailiffs now employed by. River Authorities are too few to protect fisheries. 
Their numbers should be increased, their status improved and a proper career 
structure inaugurated. For the future we envisage the appointment of River 
Wardens whose duties will extend far beyond those that currently apply to 
Bailiffs of River Authorities. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
19TH JANUARY, 1976 
SEMINAR ON WATER CONDITIONS 
DANGEROUS TO FISH LIFE 
1. At the last meeting of the Mersey and Weaver 
Fisheries Advisory Committee it was resolved that the 
Divisional Scientist and the Regional Fisheries 
Officer investigate the possibility of staging a 
seminar on water conditions dangerous to fish life. 
2. The primary aim of such a seminar will be to 
give anglers a better understanding of the effect of 
deteriorating water quality upon fish, so that they 
might recognise at an early stage dangers such as 
falling dissolved oxygen levels in summer. 
3. Such a seminar might be of interest to anglers 
in other areas, in which case it might be possible to 
hold a meeting in the northern, as well as in the 
southern, part of the region if sufficient demand 
should exist. 
4. For this reason the matter is being brought to 
the attention of each Local Fisheries Advisory Committee 
to obtain their views. 
